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United Nations/. honoring its commitment
to human rights "and human dignity, has pro-
claimed 1981 as the International Year of
Disabled Persons. As President, I will see
that those "agencies under lay jurisdiction
join in this effort to give handicapped per-
sons the opportunity for full participation
and equality.

1 commend the leadership and enthusiastic
support of the many private organizations
which "are already making plans for the ob-
servance of this-Year*

As a nation, we can take pride in the con-
tributions that persons with disabilities
have made "in such fields as medicinef sci-
ence i education, the arts, law, journalism,
the entire "sweep of technological advances,
politics and government*

We must seize the opportunity afforded by
the observance of this International Year
to increase public recognition of what re-
mains to be done before handicapped persons
are permitted full participation in the life
of their communities. We need to erase re-
sidual prejudices and discriminatory actions
and eliminate," where possible, the remaining
barriers that still block their paths.

Let us resolve to do this in a spirit of co-
operation and understanding of each other's
needs so that the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons will achieve not only" these ob-
jectives, but .will bring about a new era of
universal respect for human rights, including
the rights of disabled people.

A budget and augmented staff for the Committee
